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tions of the common zone are disturbed. Or again, if we know
that concentration of attention may give rise to sexual excita-
tion, it seems plausible to assume that by making use of the
same path, but in a contrary direction, the condition of sexual
excitation may influence the possibility of directing the atten-
tion. A good portion of the symptomatology of the neuroses,
which I have traced to disturbances of the sexual processes, is
expressed in disturbances of other, non-sexual, somatic func-
tions; and this circumstance, which has hitherto been unin-
telligible, becomes less puzzling if it is only the counterpart of
the influences which bring about the production of sexual

excitation.1
The same pathways, however, along which sexual disturb-

ances trench upon the other somatic functions must also per-
form another important function in normal health. They must
serve as paths for the attraction of sexual instinctual forces
to aims that are other than sexual, that is to say, for the sub-
limation of sexuality. But we must end with a confession that
very little is as yet known with certainty of these pathways,
though they certainly exist and can probably be traversed in

both directions.
I. [Freud took up this point, with special reference to disorders of

vision, in his paper on 'The Psycho-Analytic View of Psychogenic
Disturbance of Vision' (19101) P.F.L., 10,111-12.]

Ill

THE TRANSFORMATIONS
OF PUBERTY

WITH the arrival of puberty, changes set in which are
destined to give infantile sexual life its final, normal shape. The
sexual instinct has hitherto been predominantly auto-erotic; it
now finds a sexual object. Its activity has hitherto been derived
from a number of separate instincts and erotogenic zones,
which, independently of one another, have pursued a certain
sort of pleasure as their sole sexual aim. Now, however, a new
sexual aim appears, and all the component instincts combine
to attain it, while the erotogenic zones become subordinated
to the primacy of the genital zone.1 Since the new sexual aim
assigns very different functions to the two sexes, their sexual
development now diverges greatly. That of males is the more
straightforward and the more understandable, while that of
females actually enters upon a kind of involution. A normal
sexual life is only assured by an exact convergence of the
two currents directed towards the sexual object and the sexual
aim, the affectionate current and the sensual one.2 (The former,
the affectionate current, comprises what remains over of the
infantile efflorescence of sexuality.)3 It is like the completion of
a tunnel which has been driven through a hill from both
directions.

The new sexual aim in men consists in the discharge of the
sexual products. The earlier one, the attainment of pleasure, is
by nc means alien to it; on the contrary, the highest degree of

1. [Footnote added 1915:] The schematic picture which I have given in
the text aims at emphasizing differences. I have already shown on p. 118
the extent to which infantile sexuality approximates to the final sexual
organization, owing to its choice of object [added 1924:] and to the de-
velopment of the phallic phase.

2. [The last seven words were added in 1915.]
3. [This sentence was added in 1920.]
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pleasure is attached to this final act of the sexual process. The
sexual instinct is now subordinated to the reproductive func-
tion; it becomes, so to say, altruistic. If this transformation is
to succeed, the original dispositions and all the other charac-
teristics of the instincts must be taken into account in the
process. Just as on any other occasion on which the organism
should by rights make new combinations and adjustments
leading to complicated mechanisms, here too there are possi-
bilities of pathological disorders if these new arrangements are
not carried out. Every pathological disorder of sexual life is
rightly to be regarded as an inhibition in development.

[i] THE PRIMACY OP THE GENITAL ZONES AND
FORE-PLEASURE

The starting-point and the final aim of the process which I
have described are clearly visible. The intermediate steps are
still in many ways obscure to us. We shall have to leave more
than one of them as an unsolved riddle.

The most striking of the processes at puberty has been
picked upon as constituting its essence: the manifest growth of
the external genitalia. (The latency period of childhood is, on
the other hand, characterized by a relative cessation of their
growth.) In the meantime the development of the internal
genitalia has advanced far enough for them to be able to dis-
charge the sexual products or, as the case may be, to bring
about the formation of a new living organism. Thus a highly
complicated apparatus has been made ready and awaits the
moment of being put into operation.

This apparatus is to be set in motion by stimuli, and obser-
vation shows us that stimuli can impinge on it from three
directions: from the external world by means of the excitation
of the erotogenic zones with which we are already familiar,
from the organic interior by ways which we have still to
explore, and from mental life, which is itself a storehouse for
external impressions and a receiving-post for infernal excita-
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tions. All three, kinds of stimuli produce the same effect,
namely a condition described as 'sexual excitement', which
shows itself by two sorts of indication, mental and somatic.
The mental indications consist in a peculiar feeling of tension
of an extremely compelling character; and among the
numerous somatic ones are first and" foremost a number of
changes in the genitals, which have the obvious sense of being
preparations for the sexual act - the erection of the male
organ and the lubrication of the vagina.

Sexual Tension

The fact that sexual excitement possesses the character of
tension raises a problem the solution of which is no less dim-
cult than it would be important in helping us to understand
the sexual processes. In spite of all the differences of opinion
that reign on the subject among psychologists, I must insist
that a feeling of tension necessarily involves unpleasure. What
seems to me decisive is the fact that a feeling of this kind is
accompanied by an impulsion to make a change in the psycho-»
logical situation, that it operates in an urgent way which is
wholly alien to the nature of the feeling of pleasure. If, how-
ever, the tension of sexual excitement is counted as an un-
pleasurable feeling, we are at once brought up against the fact
that it is also undoubtedly felt as pleasurable. In every case in ,
which tension is produced by sexual processes it is accom-
panied by pleasure; even in the preparatory changes in the

' genitals a feeling of satisfaction of some kind is plainly to be
observed. How, then, are this unpleasurable tension and this *
feeling of pleasure to be reconciled?

Everything relating to the problem of pleasure and un-
pleasure touches upon one of the sorest spots of present-day
psychology. It will be my aim to learn as much as possible
from the circumstances of the instance with which we are at
present dealing, but I shall avoid any approach to the problem .
as a whole.1

i. [Footnote added 1924:] I have made an attempt at solving tfn'.?
T-OS-B
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I3O THREE ESSAYS ON SEXUALITY

Let us begin by casting a glance at the way in which the
erotogenic zones fit themselves into the new arrangement.
They have to play an important part in introducing sexual
excitation. The eye is perhaps the zone most remote from the
sexual object, but it is the one which, in the situation of woo-
ing an object, is liable to be the most frequently stimulated by
the particular quality of excitation whose cause, when it oc-
curs in a sexual object, we describe as beauty. (For the same
reason the merits of a sexual object are described as 'attrac-
tions'.)1 This stimulation is on the one hand already accom-
panied by pleasure, while on the other hand it leads to an
increase of sexual excitement or produces it if it is not yet
present. If the excitation now spreads to another erotogenic
zone - to the hand, for instance, through tactile sensations -
the effect is the same: a feeling of pleasure on the one side,
which is quickly intensified by pleasure arising from the
preparatory changes [in the genitals], and on the other side an
increase of sexual tension, which soon passes over into the
most obvious unpleasure if it cannot be met by a further
accession of pleasure. Another instance will perhaps make this
even clearer. If an erotogenic zone in a person who is not
sexually excited (e.g. the skin of a woman's breast) is stimu-
lated by touch, the contact produces a pleasurable feeling;
but it is at the same time better calculated than anything to
arouse a sexual excitation that demands an increase of pleasure.
The problem is how it can come about that an experience of
pleasure can give rise to a need for greater pleasure.

The Mechanism of Fore-pleasure

The part played in this by the erotogenic zones, however, is
clear. What is true of one of them is true of all. They are all
used to provide a certain amount of pleasure by being
stimulated in the way appropriate to them. This pleasure then

problem in the first part of my paper on 'The Economic Problem of
Masochism" (i9Z4c).

i. [See footnote2, p. 69.]
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leads to an increase in tension which in its turn is responsible
for producing the necessary motor energy for the conclusion
of the sexual act. The penultimate stage of that act is once again
the appropriate stimulation of an erotogenic zone (the genital
zone itself, in the glans penis) by the appropriate object (the
mucous membrane of the vagina); and from the pleasure
yielded by this excitation the motor energy is obtained, this
time by a reflex path, which brings about the discharge of
the sexual substances. This last pleasure is the highest in in-
tensity, and its mechanism differs from that of the earlier
pleasure. It is brought about entirely by discharge: it is wholly
a pleasure of satisfaction and with it the tension of the libido is
for the time being extinguished.

This distinction between the one kind of pleasure due to the
excitation of erotogenic zones and the other kind due to the
discharge of the sexual substances deserves, I think, to be
made more concrete by a difference in nomenclature. The
former may be suitably described as 'fore-pleasure' in con-
trast to the 'end-pleasure' or pleasure of satisfaction derived
from the sexual act. Fore-pleasure is thus the same pleasure that
has already been produced, although on a smaller scale, by the
infantile sexual instinct; end-pleasure is something new and is
thus probably conditioned by circumstances that do not arise
till puberty. The formula for the new function of the eroto-
genic zones runs therefore: they are used to make possible,
through the medium of the fore-pleasure which can be
derived from them (as it was during infantile life), the produc-
tion of the greater pleasure of satisfaction.

I was able recently to throw light upon another instance, in
a quite different department of mental life, of a slight feeling of
pleasure similarly making possible the attainment of a greater
resultant pleasure, and thus operating as an ' incentive bonus'.
In the same connection I was also able to go more deeply into
the nature of pleasure.1

i. See my volume on Jokes and their Relation to the Unconscious which
appeared in 1905 [P.F.L., 6, 187-9]. The 'fore-pleasure' attained by the

:
:>
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132 THREE ESSAYS ON SEXUALITY

Dangers of Fore-pleasure

The connection between fore-pleasure and infantile sexual life
is, however, made clearer by the pathogenic part which it can
come to play. The attainment of the normal sexual aim can
clearly be endangered by the mechanism in which fore-
pleasure is involved. This danger arises if at any point in the
preparatory sexual processes the fore-pleasure turns out to be
too great and the element of tension too small. The motive for
proceeding further with the sexual process then disappears,
the whole path is cut short, and the preparatory act in question
takes the place of the normal sexual aim. Experience has
shown that the precondition for this damaging event is that the
erotogenic zone concerned or the corresponding component
instinct shall already during childhood have contributed an
unusual amount of pleasure. If further factors then come into
play, tending to bring about a fixation, a compulsion may.
easily arise in later life which resists the incorporation of this
particular fore-pleasure into a new context. Such is in fact the
mechanism of many perversions, which consist in a lingering
over the preparatory acts of the sexual process.

This failure of the function of the sexual mechanism owing
to fore-pleasure is best avoided if the primacy of the genitals
too is adumbrated in childhood; and indeed things seem
actually arranged to bring this about in the second half of
childhood (from the age of eight to puberty). During these
years the genital zones already behave in much the same way
as in maturity; they become the seat of sensations of excitation
and of preparatory changes whenever any pleasure is felt from
the satisfaction of other erotogenic zones, though this result is
still without a purpose - that is to say, contributes nothing to
a continuation of the sexual process. Already in childhood,

technique of joking is used in order to liberate a greater pleasure derived
from the removal of internal inhibitions. [In a later paper, on creative
writing (1908?), Freud attributed a similar mechanism to aesthetic
pleasure.]
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therefore, alongside of the pleasure of satisfaction there is a
certain amount of sexual tension, although it is less constant
and less in quantity. We can now understand why, in discuss-
ing the sources of sexuality, we were equally justified in saying
of a given process that it was sexually satisfying or sexually
exciting. [See p. I2o£] It will be noticed that in the course of
our inquiry we began by exaggerating the distinction between
infantile and mature sexual life, and that we are now setting
this right. Not onJy the deviations from normal sexual life but
its normal form as well are determined by the infantile mani-
festations of sexuality.

[2] THB PROBLEM OF SEXUAL EXCITATION

We remain in complete ignorance both of the origin and of
the nature of the sexual tension which arises simultaneously
with the pleasure when erotogenic zones are satisfied.1 The
most obvious explanation, that this tension arises in some way
out of the pleasure itself, is not only extremely improbable in
itself but becomes untenable when we consider that in con-
nection with the greatest p'easure of all, that which accom-
panies the discharge of the sexual products, no tension is
produced, but on the contrary all tension is removed. Thus
pleasure and sexual tension can only be connected in an
indirect manner.

Part Played by the Sexual Substances

Apart from the fact that normally it is only the discharge of
the sexual substances that brings sexual excitation to an end,

I. It is a highly instructive fact that the German language in its use
of the word 'Lust' takes into account the part played by the preparatory
sexual excitations which, as has been explained above, simultaneously
produce an element of satisfaction and a contribution to sexual tension.
'Lust' has two meanings, and is used to describe the sensation of sexual
tension ('Ich habe Lust' = 'I should like to", 'I feel an impulse to') as
well as the feeling of satisfaction. [Cf. footnote 2, p. 45.]



fti!
TIE:tc::
55::
jib1

hrm

e«

134 THREE ESSAYS ON SEXUALITY

there are other points of contact between sexual tension and
the sexual products. In the case of a man living a continent life,
the sexual apparatus, at varying intervals, which, however,
are not ungoverned by rules, discharge the sexual substances
during the night, to the accompaniment of a pleasurable feel-
ing and in the course of a dream which hallucinates a sexual act.
And in regard to this process (nocturnal emission) it is difficult
to avoid the conclusion that the sexual tension, which suc-
ceeds in making use of the short cut of hallucination as a
substitute for the act itself, is a function of the accumulation
of semen in the vesicles containing the sexual products. Our
experience in connection with the exhaustibility of the sexual
mechanism argues in the same sense. If the store of semen is
exhausted, not only is it impossible to carry out the sexual act,
but the susceptibility of the erotogenic zones to stimulus
ceases, and their appropriate excitation no longer gives rise to
any pleasure. We thus learn incidentally that a certain degree
of sexual tension is required even for the excitability of the

erotogenic zones.
This would seem to lead to what is, if I am not mistaken,

the fairly wide-spread hypothesis that the accumulation of the
sexual substances creates and maintains sexual tension; the
pressure of these products upon the walls of the vesicles con-
taining them might be supposed to act as a stimulus upon a
spinal centre, the condition of which would be perceived by
higher centres and would then give rise in consciousness to the
familiar sensation of tension. If the excitation of the eroto-
genic zones increases sexual tension, this could only come
about on the supposition that the zones in question are'in an
anatomical connection that has already been laid down with
these centres, that they increase the tonus of the excitation in
them, and, if the sexual tension is sufficient, set the sexual act in
motion or, if it is insufficient, stimulate the production of the

sexual substances.1

i. [This hypothesis had been discussed by Freud earlier: in Section
ni of bis first paper on anxiety neurosis (1895!)), P.F.L., 10, ssff.]
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The weakness of this theory, which we find accepted, for
instance, in Krafft-Ebing's account of the sexual processes, lies
in the fact that, having been designed to account for the sexual
activity of adult males, it takes too little account of three sets of
conditions which it should also be able to explain. These are
the conditions in children, in females and in castrated males.
In none of these three cases can there be any question of an
accumulation of sexual products in the same sense as in males,
and this makes a smooth application of the theory difficult.
Nevertheless it may at once be admitted that it is possible to
find means by which the theory may be made to cover these
cases as well. In any case we are warned not to lay more
weight on the factor of the accumulation of the sexual prod-
ucts than it is able to bear.

Importance of the Internal Sexual Organs

Observations on castrated males seem to show that sexual exci-
tation can occur to a considerable degree independently of the
production of the sexual substances. The operation of castra-
tion occasionally fails to bring about a limitation of libido,
although such limitation, which provides the motive for the
operation, is the usual outcome. Moreover, it has long been
known that diseases which abolish the production of the
masculine sex-cells leave the patient, though he is now sterile,
with his libido and potency undamaged.1 It is therefore by no
means as astonishing as Rieger [1900] represents it to be that
the loss of the masculine sex-glands in an adult may have no .
further effect upon his mental behaviour.2 It is true that if

1. [This sentence was added in 1920.]
2. [The following sentence occurs at this point in editions before

1920, when it was omitted: 'For the sex-glands do not constitute sexu-
ality, and the observations on castrated males merely confirm what had
been shown long before by removal of the ovaries - namely that it is
impossible to obliterate the sexual characters by removing the sex-
glands.' Before 1920, too, the second half of the next sentence began:
'but it seems that what is in question here is not the actual loss of the
sex-glands but an inhibition ...']

I
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castration is performed at a tender age, before puberty, it
approximates in its effect to the aim of obliterating the sexual
characters; but here too it is possible that what is in question is,
besides the actual loss of the sex-glands, an inhibition (con-
nected with that loss) in the development of other factors.

Chemical Theory
Experiments in the removal of the sex-glands (testes and
ovaries) of animals, and in the grafting into vertebrates of sex-
glands from odier individuals of the opposite sex,1 have at last
thrown a partial light on the origin of sexual excitation, and
have at the same time still further reduced the significance of a
possible accumulation of cellular sexual products. It has be-
come experimentally possible (E. Steinach) to transform a male
into a female, and conversely a. female into a male. In this
process the psychosexual behaviour of the animal alters in
accordance with the somatic sexual characters and simul-
taneously with them. It seems, however, that this sex-determin-
ing influence is not an attribute of that part of the sex-glands
which gives rise to the specific sex-cells (spermatozoa and
ovum) but of their interstitial tissue, upon which special
emphasis is laid by being described in the literature as the
'puberty-gland'. It is quite possible that further investigation
will show that this puberty-gland has normally a hermaphro-
dite disposition. If this were so, the theory of the bisexuality of
the higher animals would be given anatomical foundation. It
is already probable that the puberty-gland is not the only
organ concerned with the production of sexual excitation and
sexual characters. In any case, what we already know of the
part played by the thyroid gland in sexuality fits in with this
new biological discovery. It seems probable, then, that special
chemical substances are produced in the interstitial portion of
the sex-glands; these are then taken up in the blood stream and
cause particular parts of the central nervous system to be

i. Cf. Lipschiitz's work [1919], quoted on p. 926 n.
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charged with sexual tension. (We are already familiar with the
fact that other toxic substances, introduced into the body from
outside, can bring about a similar transformation of a toxic
condition into a stimulus acting on a particular organ.) The
question of how sexual excitation arises from the stimulation
of erotogenic zones, when the central apparatus has been
previously charged, and the question of what interplay arises
in the course of these sexual processes between the effects of
purely toxic stimuli and of physiological ones - none of this
can be treated, even hypothetically, in the present state of our
knowledge. It must suffice us to hold firmly to what is essen-
tial in this view of the sexual processes: the assumption that
substances of a peculiar kind arise from the sexual metabolism.1

For this apparently arbitrary supposition is supported by
I. [The whole of this paragraph as far as this point dates in its present

form from 1920. In the first edition (1905) and the two subsequent ones
the following passage appears in its place: "The truth is that we can
give no information on the nature of sexual excitation, especially since
(having found that the importance of the sex-glands in this respect has
been over-estimated) we are in the dark as to the organ or organs to
which sexuality is attached. After the surprising discoveries of the im-
portant part played by the thyroid gland in sexuality, it is reasonable
to suspect that we are still ignorant of the essential factors of sexuality.
Anyone who feels the need of a provisional hypothesis to fill this wide
gap in our knowledge may well take as his starting-point the powerful
substances which have been found to be present in the thyroid gland and
may proceed along some such lines as the following. It may be supposed
that, as a result of an appropriate stimulation of erotogenic zones, or in
other circumstances that are accompanied by an onset of sexual excita-
tion, some substance that is disseminated generally throughout the
organism becomes decomposed and the products of its decomposition
give rise to a specific stimulus which acts on the reproductive organs
or upon a spinal centre related to them. (We are already familiar with
the fact that other toxic substances, introduced into the body.from
outside, can bring about a similar transformation of a toxic condition
into a stimulus acting on a particular organ.) The question of what
interplay arises in the course of the sexual processes between the effects
of pure!/ toxic stimuli and of physiological ones cannot be treated, even
hypothetically, in the present state of our knowledge. I may add that I
attach no importance to this particular hypothesis and should be ready
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a fact which has received little attention but deserves the
closest consideration. The neuroses, which can be derived
only from disturbances of sexual life, show the greatest clinical
similarity to the phenomena of intoxication and abstinence
that arise from the habitual use of toxic, pleasure-producing

substances (alkaloids).
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[3] THELIBIDO THEORY1

The conceptual scaffolding which we have set up to help us
in dealing with the psychical manifestations of sexual life tallies
well with these hypotheses as to the chemical basis of sexual
excitation. We have defined the concept of 'libido' as a quan-
titatively variable force which could serve as a measure of pro-
cesses and transformations occurring in the field of sexual
excitation. We distinguish this libido in respect of its special
origin from the energy which must be supposed to underlie
mental processes in general, and we thus also attribute a
qualitative character to it. In thus distinguishing between
h'bidinal and other forms of psychical energy we are giving
expression to the presumption that the sexual processes occur-
ring in the organism are distinguished from the nutritive

to abandon it at once in favour of another, provided that its funda-
mental nature remained unchanged - that is, the emphasis which it lays
upon sexual chemistry.' - It is worth remarking how small a modifica-
tion was made necessary in Freud's hypothesis by the discovery of
the sex hormones, which, indeed, he had anticipated not merely in
1905 but at least as early as in 1896, as may be seen from his two letters
to Fliess, of March I and April 2 of that year (Freud, 19500, Letters 42
and 44). He further insisted upon the importance of the chemical factor
in his second paper on the part played by sexuality in the neuroses,
published at about the same time as the first edition of the Three Essays
(i9o6a.) See also some remarks in the paper on 'Female Sexuality"

(193 it), below, p. 388.]
I. [This whole section, except for its last paragraph, dates from

1915. It is largely based on Freud's paper on narcissism (i9i4«).]
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processes by a special chemistry. The analysis of the perversions
and psychoneuroses has shown us that this sexual excitation
is derived not from the so-called sexual parts alone, but from
all the bodily organs. We thus reach the idea of a quantity of
libido, to the mental representation of which we give the
name of 'ego-libido', and whose production, increase or
diminution, distribution and displacement should afford us
possibilities for explaining the psychosexual phenomena
observed.

This ego-libido is, however, only conveniently accessible to
analytic study when it has been put to the use of cathecting
sexual objects, that is, when it has become 'object-libido'. We
can then perceive it concentrating upon objects,1 becoming
fixated to them or abandoning them, moving from one object
to another and, from these situations, directing the subject's
sexual activity, which leads to the satisfaction, that is, to the
partial and temporary extinction, of the libido. The psycho-
analysis of what are termed transference neuroses (hysteria and
obsessional neurosis) affords us a clear insight at this point.

We can follow the object-libido through still further vicissi-
tudes. When it is withdrawn from objects, it is held in sus-
pense in peculiar conditions of tension and is finally drawn
back into the ego, so that it becomes ego-libido once again. In
contrast to object-libido, we also describe ego-libido as'nar-
cissistic' libido. From the vantage-point of psychoanalysis we
can look across a frontier, which we may not pass, at the
activities of narcissistic libido, and may form some idea of the
relation between it and object-libido.2 Narcissistic or ego-
libido seems to be the great reservoir from which the object-
cathexes are sent out and into which they are withdrawn once

I. [It is scarcely necessary to explain that here as elsewhere, in speak-
ing of the libido concentrating on 'objects', withdrawing from
'objects', etc., Freud has in mind the mental presentations (Vorstellungett)
of objects.and not, of course, objects in the external world.]

2 [Footnote added 1924:] Since neuroses other than the 'transference
neuroses' have become to a greater extent accessible to psycho-
analysis, this limitation has lost its earlier validity.
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more; the narcissistic libidinal cathexis of the ego is the original
state of things, realized in earliest childhood, and is merely
covered by the later extrusions of libido, but in essentials per-

sists behind them.
It should be the task of a libido theory of neurotic and psy-

chotic disorders to express all the observed phenomena and
inferred processes in terms of the economics of the libido. It is
easy to guess that the vicissitudes of the ego-libido will have
the major part to play in this connection, especially when it is a
question of explaining the deeper psychotic disturbances. We
are then faced by the difficulty that our method of research,
psychoanalysis, for the moment affords us assured information
only on the transformations that take place in the object-
libido,1 but is unable to make any immediate distinction
between the ego-libido and the other forms of energy operat-

ing in the ego.z
For the present, therefore,3 no further development of the

libido theory is possible, except upon speculative lines. It
would, however, be sacrificing all that we have gained
hitherto from psychoanalytic observation, if we were to follow
the example of C. G. Jung and water down the meaning of
the concept of libido itself by equating it with psychical
instinctual force in general. The distinguishing of the sexual
instinctual impulses from the rest and the consequent restric-
tion of the concept of libido to the former receives strong
support from the assumption which I have already discussed
that there is a special chemistry of the sexual function.

1. [Footnote added 1924:] See the previous footnote.
2. [Footnote added 1915:] Cf. my paper on narcissism (19141:). [Added

1920:] The term 'narcissism' was not introduced, as I erroneously
stated in that paper, by Nacke, but by Havelock Ellis. [Ellis himself
subsequently (1927) discussed this point in detail and considered that

the honours should be divided.]
3. [This paragraph was added in 1920.]
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[4] THE DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN MEN AND
WOMEN

As we all know, it is not until puberty that the sharp distinc-
tion is established between the masculine and feminine char-
acters. From that time on, this contrast has a more decisive
influence than any other upon the shaping of human life. It is
true that the masculine and feminine dispositions are already
easily recognizable in childhood. The development of the in-
hibitions of sexuality (shame, disgust, pity, etc.) takes place in
little girls earlier and in the face of less resistance than in boys;
the tendency to sexual repression seems in general to be
greater; and, where the component instincts of sexuality
appear, they prefer the passive form. The auto-erotic activity
of the erotogenic zones is, however, the same in both sexes,
and owing to this uniformity there is no possibility of a dis-
tinction between the two sexes such as arises after puberty. So
far as the auto-erotic and masturbatory manifestations of
sexuality are concerned, we might lay it down that the sexu-
ality of little girls is of a wholly masculine character. Indeed,
if we were able to give a more definite connotation to the
concepts of 'masculine' and 'feminine', it would even be
possible to maintain that libido is invariably and necessarily of
a masculine nature, whether it occurs in men or in women and
irrespectively of whether its object is a man or a woman.1

i. [Before 1924 the words from 'libido' to the end of the sentence
were printed in spaced type. - Footnote added 1915:] It is essential to
understand clearly that the concepts of 'masculine' and 'feminine*,
whose meaning seems so unambiguous to ordinary people, are among
the most confused that occur in science. It is possible to distinguish at
least three uses. 'Masculine' and 'feminine' are used sometimes in the
sense of activity and passivity, sometimes in a biological, and sometimes,
again, in a sociological sense. The first of these three meanings is the
essential one and the most serviceable in psychoanalysis. When, for
instance, libido was described in the text above as being 'masculine', the
word was being used in this sense, for an instinct is always active even
when it has a passive aim in view. The second, or biological, meaning
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Since I have become acquainted1 with the notion of bi-
sexuality I have regarded it as the decisive factor, and without
taking bisexuality into account I think it would scarcely be
possible to arrive at an understanding of the sexual manifesta-
tions that are actually to be observed in men and women. '

Leading Zones in Men and Women

Apart from this I have only the following to add. The leading
erotogenic zone in female children is located at the clitoris, and
is thus homologous to the masculine genital zone of the glans
penis. All my experience concerning masturbation in little
girls has related to the clitoris and not to the regions of the
external genitalia that are important in later sexual function-
ing. I am even doubtful whether a female child can be led
by the influence of seduction to anything other than clitoridal
masturbation. If such a thing occurs, it is quite exceptional.
The spontaneous discharges of sexual excitement which occur
so often precisely in little girls are expressed in spasms of the

of 'masculine' and 'feminine' is the one whose applicability can be
determined most easily. Here 'masculine' and 'feminine' are character-
ized by the presence of spermatozoa or ova respectively and by the
functions proceeding from them. Activity and its concomitant pheno-
mena (more powerful muscular development, aggressiveness, greater
intensity of libido) are as a rule linked with biological masculinity; but
they are not necessarily so, for there are animal species in which these
qualities are on the contrary assigned to the female. The third, or
sociological, meaning receives its connotation from the observation of
actually existing masculine and feminine individuals. Such observation
shows that in human beings pure masculinity or femininity is not to be
found either in a psychological or a biological sense. Every individual
on the contrary displays a mixture of the character-traits belonging to
his own and to the opposite sex; and he shows a combination of activity
and passivity whether or not these last character-traits tally with his
biological ones. [A later discussion of this point will be found in a foot-
note at the end of Chapter IV of Civilization and its Discontents
(19300).]

i. [In 1905 only: 'through Wilhelm Fliess'. Cf. end of footnote,
P- 55-]
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clitoris. Frequent erections of that organ make it possible for
girls to form a correct judgement, even without any instruc-
tion, of the sexual manifestations of the other sex: they merely
transfer on to boys the sensations derived from their own sex-
ual processes.

If we are to understand how a little girl turns into a woman,
we must follow the further vicissitudes of this excitability of
the clitoris. Puberty, which brings about so great an accession
of libido in boys, is marked in girls by a fresh wave of repres-
sion, in which it is precisely clitoridal sexuality that is affected.
What is thus overtaken by repression is a piece of masculine
sexuality. The intensification of the brake upon sexuality
brought about by pubertal repression in women serves as a
stimulus to the libido in men and causes an increase of its
activity. Along with this heightening of libido there is also an
increase .of sexual overvaluation which only emerges in full
force in relation to a woman who holds herself back and who
denies her sexuality. When at last the sexual act is permitted
and the clitoris itself becomes excited, it still retains a function:
the task, namely, of transmitting the excitation to the adjacent
female sexual parts, just as - to use a simile v pine shavings can
be kindled in order to set a log of harder wood on fire. Before
this transference can be effected, a certain interval of time
must often elapse, during which the young woman is anaes-
thetic. This anaesthesia may become permanent if the clitoridal
zone refuses to abandon its excitability, an event for which
the way is prepared precisely by an extensive activity of that
zone in childhood. Anaesthesia in women, as is well known,
is often only apparent and local. They are anaesthetic at the
vaginal orifice but are by no means incapable of excitement
originating in the clitoris or even in other zones. Alongside
these erotogenic determinants of anaesthesia must also be
set the psychical determinants, which equally arise from
repression;

When erotogenic susceptibility to stimulation has been suc-
cessfully transferred by a woman from the clitoris to the
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vaginal orifice, it implies that she had adopted a new leading
zone for the purposes of her later sexual activity. A man, on
the other hand, retains his leading zone unchanged from child-
hood. The fact that women change their leading erotogenic
zone in this way, together with the wave of repression at
puberty, which, as it were, puts aside their childish masculin-
ity, are the chief determinants of the greater proneness of
women to neurosis and especially to hysteria. These deter-
minants, therefore, are intimately related to the essence of
femininity.1

[5] THE FINDING OF AN OBJECT

The processes at puberty thus establish the primacy of the
genital zones; and, in a man, the penis, which has now become
capable of erection, presses forward insistently towards the
new sexual aim - penetration into a cavity in die body which
excites his genital zone. Simultaneously on die psychical side
the process of finding an object, for which preparations have
been made from earliest childhood, is completed. At a time at
which the first beginnings of sexual satisfaction are still linked
with the taking of nourishment, the sexual instinct has a
sexual object outside the infant's own body in the shape of
his mother's breast. It is only later that the instinct loses that
object, just at die time, perhaps, when the child is able to form
a total idea of the person to whom the organ that is giving him
satisfaction belongs. As a rule the sexual instinct dien becomes
auto-erotic, and not until the period of latency has been passed
dirough is the original relation restored. There are thus good

i. [The course of development of sexuality in women was further
examined by Freud more particularly on four later occasions: in his case
history of a homosexual woman (19200), in his discussion of the .conse-
quences of the anatomical distinction between the sexes (1925]). & his
paper on female sexuality (193 ife) - both the latter two papers are in the
present volume, pp. 323ff. and 36y£f. below - and in Lecture 33 of his
New Introductory Lectures (i933<»).]

reasons why a child sucking at his mother's breast has become
the prototype of every relation of love. The finding of an
object is in fact a refinding of it.1

The Sexual Object during Early Infancy

But even after sexual activity has become detached from die,
taking of nourishment, an important part of this first and most
significant of all sexual relations is left over, which helps to
prepare for the choice of an object and thus to restore the hap-
piness that has been lost. All through the period of latency
children learn to feel for other people who help them in their
helplessness and satisfy their needs a love which is on me
model of, and a continuation of, their relation as sucklings
to their nursing mother. There may perhaps be an inclination'
to dispute the possibility of identifying a child's affection and
esteem for those who look after him with sexual love. I think,
however, that a closer psychological examination may make it
possible to establish this identity beyond any doubt. A child's
intercourse with anyone responsible for his care affords him
an unending source of sexual excitation and satisfaction from
his erotogenic zones. This is especially so since the person in
charge of him, who, after all, is as a rule his mother, herself
regards him with feelings that are derived from her own
sexual life: she strokes him, kisses him, rocks him and quite
clearly treats him as a substitute for a complete sexual object.3

1. [Footnote added 1915:] Psychoanalysis informs us that there are two
methods of finding an object. The first, described in the text, is the
'anaclitic' or 'attachment' one, based on attachment to early infantile
prototypes. The second is the narcissistic one, which seeks for the sub-
ject's own ego and finds it again in other people. This latter method is
of particularly great importance in cases where the outcome is a patho-
logical one, but it is not relevant to the present context. [The point is
elaborated in the later part of Section II of Freud's paper on narcissism
(i9i4c). - The paragraph in the text above, written in 1905, does not
appear to harmonize with the remarks on the subject on pp. 119 and
158, written in 1915 and 1920 respectively.]

2. Anyone who considers this 'sacrilegious' may be recommended
to read Havelock Ellis's views [1903; 2nd ed., 1913, 18] on die
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A mother would probably be horrified if she were made aware
that all her marks of affection were rousing her child's sexual
instinct and preparing for its later intensity. She regards what
she does as asexual, 'pure' love, since, after all, she carefully
avoids applying more excitations to the child's genitals than
are unavoidable in nursery care. As we know, however, the
sexual instinct is not aroused only by direct excitation of the
genital zone. What we call affection will unfailingly show its
effects one day on the genital zones as well. Moreover, if the
mother understood more of the high importance of the part
played by instincts in mental life as a whole1- in all its ethical
and psychical achievements - she would spare herself any self-
reproaches even after her enlightenment. She is only fufilling
her task in teaching the child to love. After all, he is meant to
grow up into a strong and capable person with vigorous sexual
needs and to accomplish during his life all the things that
human beings are urged to do by their instincts. It is true that
an excess of parental affection does harm by causing preco-
cious sexual maturity and also because, by spoiling the child, it
makes him incapable in later life of temporarily doing without
love or of being content with a smaller amount of it. One of
the clearest indications that a child will later become neurotic
is to be seen in an insatiable demand for his parents' affection.
And on die other hand neuropathic parents, who are inclined
as a rule to display excessive affection, are precisely those who
are most likely by their caresses to arouse the child's disposi-
tion to neurotic illness. Incidentally, this example shows that
there are ways more direct than inheritance by which neurotic
parents can hand their disorder on to their children.

Infantile Anxiety

Children themselves behave from an early age as though their
dependence On die people looking after them were in the

relation between mother and child, which agree almost completely
with mine.
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nature of sexual love. Anxiety in children is originally nothing
other dian an expression of the fact that they are feeling the
loss of the person they love. It is for diis reason that they are
frightened of every stranger. They are afraid in the dark
because in the dark diey cannot see the person they love; and
their fear is soothed if they can take hold of that person's hand
in the dark. To attribute to bogeys and blood-curdling stories
told by nurses the responsibility for making children timid is
to overestimate dieir efficacy. The truth is merely that chil-
dren who are inclined to be timid are affected by stories which
would make no impression whatever upon others, and it is
only children with a sexual instinct that is excessive or has
developed prematurely or has become vociferous owing to
too much petting who are inclined to be timid. In this respect
a child, by turning his libido into anxiety when he cannot
satisfy it, behaves like an adult. On the other hand an adult
who has become neurotic owing to his libido being unsatisfied
behaves in his anxiety like a child: he begins to be frightened
when he is alone, that is to say when he is away from someone
of whose love he had felt secure, and he seeks to assuage this
fear by the most childish measures.1

i. For this explanation of the origin of infantile anxiety I have to
thank a three-year-old boy whom I once heard calling out of a dark
room: 'Auntie, speak to me! I'm frightened because it's so dark.' His
aunt answered him: 'What good would that'do? You can't see me.'
'That doesn't matter,' replied the child, 'if anyone speaks, it gets light.'
Thus what he was afraid of was not the dark, but the absence of some-
one he loved; and he could feel sure of being soothed as soon as he had
evidence of that person's presence. [Added 1920:] One of the most
important results of psychoanalytic research is this discovery that
neurotic anxiety arises out of libido, that it is the product of a trans-
formation of it, and that it is thus related to it in the same kind of way
as vinegar is to wine. A further discussion of this problem will be found
in my Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis (1916-17), [Lecture 25],
though even there, it must be confessed, the question is not finally
cleared up. [For Freud's latest views on the subject of anxiety see his
Inhibitions, Symptoms and Anxiety (1926^) and his New Introductory
Lectures (ipssa), Lecture 32.]
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The Barrier against Incest1

We see, therefore, that the parents' affection for their child
may awaken his sexual instinct prematurely (i.e. before the
somatic conditions of puberty are present) to such a degree that
the mental excitation breaks through in an unmistakable
fashion to the genital system. If, on the other hand, they are
fortunate enough to avoid this, then their affection can per-
form its task of directing the child in his choice of a sexual
object when he reaches maturity. No doubt the simplest
course for the child would be to choose as his sexual objects
the same persons whom, since his childhood, he has loved with
what may be described as damped-down libido.* But, by the
postponing of sexual maturation, time has been gained in
which the child can erect, among other restraints on sexuality,
the barrier against incest, and can thus take up into himself the
moral precepts which expressly exclude from his object-
choice, as being blood-relations, the persons whom he has
loved hi his childhood. Respect for this barrier is essentially a
cultural demand made by society. Society must defend itself
against the danger that the interests which it needs for
the establishment of higher social units may be swallowed
up by the family; and for this reason, in the case of every
individual, but in particular of adolescent boys, it seeks by
all possible means to loosen their connection with their family -
a connection which, in their childhood, is the only important
one.3

1. [This side-heading was omitted, probably by an oversight, from

1924 onwards.]
2. [Footnote added 1915:] Cf. what has been said on p. 119 about

children's object-choice and the 'affectionate current'.
3. [Footnote added 1915:] The barrier against incest is probably among

the historical acquisitions of mankind, and, like other moral taboos, has
no doubt already become established in many persons by organic in-
heritance. (Cf. my Totem and Taboo, 1912-13.) Psychoanalytic investi-
gation shows, however, how intensely the individual struggles with the
temptation to incest during his period of growth and how frequently
the barrier is transgressed in phantasies and even in reality. — [This is the
first published appearance of the 'horror of incest'.]

It is in the world of ideas, however, that the choice of an
object is accomplished at first; and the sexual life of maturing
youth is almost entirely restricted to indulging in phantasies,
that is, in ideas that are not destined to be carried into effect.1

i. [Footnote added 1920:] The phantasies of the pubertal period have
as their starting-point the infantile sexual researches that were aban-
doned in childhood. No doubt, too, they are also present before the end
of the latency period. They may persist wholly, or to a great extent,
unconsciously and for that reason it is often impossible to date them
accurately. They are of great importance in the origin of many symp-
toms, since they precisely constitute preliminary stages of these symp-
toms and thus lay down the forms in which the repressed libidiml
components find satisfaction. In the same way, they are the prototypes
of the nocturnal phantasies •which become conscious as dreams. Dreams
are often nothing more than revivals of pubertal phantasies of this kind
under the influence of, and in relation to, some stimulus left over from
the waking life of the previous day (the 'day's residues'). [See Chapter
VI, Section I, of The Interpretation of Dreams (19003); P.F.L., 4+ 632-3.]
Some among the sexual phantasies of the pubertal period are especially
prominent, and are distinguished by their very general occurrence and
by being to a great extent independent of individual experience. .Such
are the adolescent's phantasies of overhearing his parents in sexual
intercourse, of having been seduced at an early age by someone he loves
and of having been threatened with castration [cf. the discussion of
'primal phantasies' in Lecture 23 of Freud's Introductory Lectures (1916-
17), P.F.L., i, 416-18]; such, too, are his phantasies of being in the
womb, and even of experiences there, and the so-called 'Family
Romance', in which he reacts to the difference between his attitude
towards his parents now and in his childhood. The close relations
existing between these phantasies and myths has been demonstrated in
the case of the last instance by Otto Rank (1909). [Cf. also Freud's own
paper on ' Family Romances' (i909c), p. 2ivfF. below, and bis long foot-
note to Parti (G) of his case of the'Rat Man'(1909^, P.F.L., 9, 86-8.]

It has justly been said that the Oedipus complex is the nuclear
complex of the neuroses, and constitutes the essential part of their con-
tent. It represents the peak of infantile sexuality, which, through its
after-effects, exercises a decisive influence on the sexuality of adults.
Every new arrival on this planet is faced by the task of mastering the
Oedipus complex; anyone who fails to do so falls a victim to neurosis.
With the progress of psychoanalytic studies the importance of the
Oedipus complex has become more and more clearly evident; its recog-
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II, I

I

In these phantasies the infantile tendencies invariably emerge
once more, but this time with intensified pressure from soma-
tic sources. Among these tendencies the first place is taken
with uniform frequency by the child's sexual impulses towards
his parents, which are as a rule already differentiated owing to
the attraction of the opposite sex - the son being drawn
towards his mother and the daughter towards her father.1 At
the same time as these plain incestuous phantasies are over-
come and repudiated, one of the most significant, but also one
of the most painful, psychical achievements of the pubertal
period is completed: detachment from parental authority, a
process that alone makes possible the opposition, which is so
important for the progress of civilization, between the new
generation and the old. At every stage in the course of develop-
ment through which all human beings ought by rights to pass,
a certain number are held back; so there are some who have
never got over their parents' authority and have withdrawn
their affection from them either very incompletely or not at
all. They are mostly girls, who, to the delight of their parents,
have persisted in all their childish love far beyond puberty. It
is most instructive to find that it is precisely these girls who in
their later marriage lack the capacity to give their husbands
what is due to them; they make cold wives and remain sexu-
ally anaesthetic. We learn from this that sexual love and what

nition has become the shibboleth that distinguishes the adherents of
psychoanalysis from its opponents. [Cf. pp. 192 and 238 below.]

[Added 1924:] In another work (1924), Rank has traced attachment
to the mother back to the prehistoric intra-uterine period and has thus
indicated the biological foundation of the Oedipus complex. He differs
from what has been said above, by deriving the barrier against incest
from the traumatic effect of anxiety at birth. [See Chapter X of Inhibi-
tions, Symptoms and Anxiety (1926^), P.F.L., 10, 308-11.]

i. Cf. my remarks in The Interpretation of Dreams (19000), on the
inevitability of Fate in the fable of Oedipus [Chapter V, Section D (/?);
P.F.L., 4, 362-6].
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appears to be non-sexual love for parents are fed from the
same sources; the latter, that is to say, merely corresponds to
an infantile fixation of the libido.

The closer one comes to the deeper disturbances of psycho-
sexual development, the more unmistakably the importance of
incestuous object-choice emerges. In psychoneurotics a large
portion or the whole of their psychosexual activity in finding
an object remains in the unconscious as a result of their repu-
diation of sexuality. Girls with an exaggerated need for
affection and an equally exaggerted horror of the real demands
made by sexual life have an irresistible temptation on the one
hand to realize the ideal of asexual love in their lives and on
the other hand to conceal their libido behind an affection
which they can express without self-reproaches, by holding
fast throughout their lives to their infantile fondness, revived
at puberty, for their parents or brothers and sisters. Psycho-
analysis has no difficulty in showing persons of this kind that
they are in love, in the everyday sense of the word, with these
blood-relations of theirs; for, with the help of their symptoms
and other manifestations of their illness, it traces their uncon-
scious thoughts and translates them into conscious ones. In
cases in which someone who has previously been healthy falls
ill after an unhappy experience in love it is also possible to
show with certainty that the mechanism of his illness consists
in a turning-back of his libido on to those whom he preferred
in his infancy.

After-effects of Infantile Object-choice

Even a person who has been fortunate enough to avoid an
incestuous fixation of his libido does not entirely escape its
influence. It often happens that a young, man falls in love
seriously for the first time with a mature woman, or a girl with
an elderly man in a position of authority; this is clearly an
echo of the phases of development that we have been discuss-
ing, since these figures are able to re-animate pictures of their
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mother or father.1 There can be no doubt that every object-
choice whatever is based, though less closely, on these proto-
types. A man, especially, looks for someone who can represent
his picture of his mother, as it has dominated his mind from
his earliest childhood; and accordingly, if his mother is still
alive, she may well resent this new version of herself and meet
her with hostility. In view of the importance of a child's
relations to his parents in determining his later choice of a
sexual object, it can easily be understood that any disturbance
of those relations will produce the gravest effects upon his
adult sexual life. Jealousy in a lover is never without an
infantile root or at least an infantile reinforcement. If there are
quarrels between the parents or if their marriage is unhappy,
die ground will be prepared in their children for the severest
predisposition to a disturbance of sexual development or to a
neurotic illness.

A child's affection for his parents is no doubt the most im-
portant infantile trace which, after being revived at puberty,
points the way to his choice of an object; but it is not the only
one. Other starting-points with the same early origin enable a
man to develop more than one sexual line, based no less upon
his childhood, and to lay down very various conditions for his
object-choice.2

Prevention of Inversion

One of the tasks implicit in object-choice is that it should find
its way to the opposite sex. This, as we know, is not accom-
plished without a certain amount of fumbling. Often enough
the first impulses after puberty go astray, though without any
permanent harm resulting. Dessoir [1894] has justly remarked

1. [Footnote added 1920:] Cf. my paper 'A Special Type of Choice of
Object made by Men' (1910/1) [in the present volume, p. 2276". below].

2. [Footnote added 1915:] The innumerable peculiarities of the erotic
life of human beings as well as the compulsive character of the process
of falling in love itself are quite unintelligible except by reference back
to childhood and as being residual effects of childhood.
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upon the regularity with which adolescent boys and girls
form sentimental friendships with others of their own sex. No
doubt the strongest force working against a permanent inver-
sion of the sexual object is the attraction which the opposing
sexual characters exercise upon one another. Nothing can be
said within the framework of the present discussion to throw
light upon it.1 This factor is not in itself, however, sufficient to
exclude inversion; there are no doubt a variety of other con-
tributory factors. Chief among these is its authoritative prohi-
bition by society. Where inversion is not regarded as a crime it
will be found that it answers fully to the sexual inclinations of
no small number of people. It may be presumed, in the next
place, that in the case of men a childhood recollection of the
affection shown them by their mother and others of the female
sex who looked after them when they were children contri-
butes powerfully to directing their choice towards women;2

on die other hand their early experience of being deterred by
their father from sexual activity and their competitive relation
with him deflect them from their own sex. Both of these two
factors apply equally to girls, whose sexual activity is par-
ticularly subject to the watchful guardianship of their mother.
They thus acquire a hostile relation to their own sex which
influences their object-choice decisively in what is regarded as
the normal direction. The education of boys by male persons
(by slaves, in antiquity) seems to encourage homosexuality.
The frequency of inversion among the present-day aristocracy
is made somewhat more intelligible by dieir employment of

1. [Footnote added 1924:} This is the place at which to draw attention
to Ferenczi's Versuch einer Genitaltheorie (1924.), a work which, though
somewhat fanciful, is nevertheless of the greatest interest, and in which
the sexual life of the higher animals is traced back to their biological
evolution.

2. [The rest of this sentence and the two following ones date from
1915. In the editions of 1905 and 1910 the following passage takes their
place: 'while in the case of girls, who in any case enter a period of
repression at puberty, impulses of rivalry play a part in discouraging
them from loving members of their own sex'.]
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menservants, as well as by the fact that their mothers give less
personal care to their children. In the case of some hysterics it is
found diat the early loss of one of their parents, whether by
death, divorce or separation, with the result that the remaining
parent absorbs the whole of the child's love, determines the
sex of the person who is later to be chosen as a sexual object,
and may thus open the way to permanent inversion.

SUMMARY

THE time has arrived for me to attempt to summarize what I
have said. We started out from the'aberrations of the sexual
instinct in respect of its object and of its aim and we were faced
by the question of whether these arise from an innate disposi-
tion or are acquired as a result of experiences in life. We
arrived at an answer to this question from an understanding,
derived from psychoanalytic investigation, of the workings of
the sexual instinct in psychoneurotics, a numerous class of
people and one not far removed from the healthy. We found
that in them tendencies to every kind of perversion can be
shown to exist as unconscious forces and betray their presence
as factors leading to the formation of symptoms. It was thus
possible to say that neurosis is, as it were, the negative of per-
version. In view of what was now seen to be the wide dissem-
ination of tendencies to perversion we were driven to the
conclusion that a disposition to perversions is an original and
universal disposition of die human sexual instinct and that
normal sexual behaviour is developed out of it as a result of
organic changes and psychical inhibitions occurring in the
course of maturation; we hoped to be able to show the pres-
ence of this original disposition in childhood. Among the
forces restricting the direction taken by the sexual instinct we
laid emphasis upon shame, disgust, pity and the structures of
morality and authority erected by society. We were thus led
to regard any established aberration from normal sexuality as
an instance of developmental inhibition and infantilism.
Though it was necessary to place in the foreground the
importance of the variations in the original disposition, a co-
operative and not an opposing relation was to be assumed as
existing between them and the influences of actual life. It
appeared, on the odier hand, that since the original disposition


